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Table 4-21. Summary of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts

Existing Conditions

Impacts from Other

Impacts of the Build Alternatives

Due to the land use in
the sutrounding area,
the type and amount
of sensitive receptors
has not changed
significantly.

residential development
ot community-support
facilities may result in
an increase in sensitive
receptots.

increases in noise
levels.

Environmental and Trends Foreseeable Future (Incremental Effects of .Proposed Action) lz:oten:ial .for
Sector (Effect of Past and Actions (No Build Direct Impacts Indirect (Secondary) umuwative
Present Actions) Alternative) (Roadway) Impacts Impacts
(North Campus)
slightly under the No future (2030) Alternative when these effects,
Build condition. conditions mitigation (signal timing, lessening the
compared to the widening, etc) is cumulative effects at
No Build incorporated. many intersections in
Alternative. the project area.
Air Quality Despite an increase in | Attainment of the Attainment of the | Attainment of the Attainment of the
(Section 4.9) stationary and mobile | NAAQS and continued | NAAQS and NAAQS and continued NAAQS and
sources of pollutants, | reductions in MSATs is | continued reductions in MSAT's is continued reductions
air quality in anticipated. reductions in anticipated. Modeling in MSATS is
Connecticut has MSATS is shows no microscale anticipated due to
generally stayed anticipated. impacts due to mobile pollution reduction
constant ot improved sources measures at the state
since the mid-1980s. and federal level.
Al NAAQS are met
with the exception of
ozone, which is in
non-attainment at the
regional level.
Noise Increases in noise Increases in noise levels | Any of the build Additional traffic Increases in noise
(Section 4.10) levels have occurred may accompany alternatives are associated with the North | levels at sensitive
due to increased increased traffic in the | likely to have Campus development will | receptors in high
traffic in the area. area. Additional similar minor tesult in minor increases in | traffic areas are likely.

traffic noise. With the
exception of academic
support facilities,
development is not
anticipated to result in
additional sensitive
receptors. The maximum

The ditect and
indirect impacts of
the Build Alternatives
are unlikely to alter
this trend.
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Table 4-21. Summary of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts

Existing Conditions

Impacts from Other

Impacts of the Build Alternatives

reaches of Cedar
Swamp Brook. The
Fenton River habitat
may be impacted by
groundwater
withdrawals under low
flow conditions.
Groundwater quality
beneath the UConn
landfill area has
historically been
impacted by the
landfill and former
chemical pits.
Development on
campus and in the
surrounding area has
increased the demand
for potable water.

coincide with annually-
occurring low seasonal
streamflow.

Future off-campus
development within the
Cedar Swamp Brook
and Mason Brook
watersheds could
impact surface and
groundwater quality to
the extent allowable
under local zoning and
land use regulations.

(approximately
10% of new
impervious cover
is associated with
the roadway)
could impact site
hydrology and
water quality.
Project design
elements,
including
stormwater
management, will
reduce potential
impacts of
stormwater runoff
and increased
impervious cover.

Increases in impervious
cover (approximately 90%
of new impervious cover is
associated with the parcel
development) could
impact site hydrology and
water quality. Project
design elements, including
stormwater management,
will reduce potential
impacts of stormwater
runoff and increased
impervious cover.

. (Inctemental Effects of Proposed Action) Potential for
Environmental and Trends Foreseeable Future Indirect (Secondary) Cumulative
Sector (Effect of Past and Actions (No Build Direct Impacts any
Present Actions) Alternative) (Roadway) Impacts Impacts
(North Campus)
anticipated increase is 2.2
dBA, with no exceedances
of the NAC expected.
Surface Water Development in the The University water No impact to Increased water demand of | Supply deficits could
and region has resulted in | supply system has water supply approximately 90,000 gpd | coincide with
Groundwater water quality impacts | adequate capacity to under any of the build annually-occurting
Resources to Eagleville Brook meet water demands. Increases in alternatives. low seasonal
(Section 4.11) and the downstream Supply deficits could impervious cover streamflow. UConn

will continue to
follow Fenton River
withdrawal protocols,
conduct an instream
flow study of the
Willimantic River,
and pursue reuse of
treated wastewater
effluent to mitigate
potential impacts.

Impervious cover
levels in the local
subwatersheds
anticipated to remain
at or below levels
indicative of healthy
stream systens.
Increases in IC on
the North Campus
will be mitigated by
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Table 4-21. Summary of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts

. . .. Impacts of the Build Altetnatives
Existing Conditions Impacts from Other ) .
. (Incremental Effects of Proposed Action) Potential for
Environmental and Trends Foreseeable Future Indirect (Secondary) Cumulative
Sector (Effect of Past and Actions (No Build Direct Impacts y
Present Actions) Alternative) (Roadway) Impacts Impacts
(North Campus)
project design
elements.
Stormwater Increase in impervious | The potential impact of | See water quality | See water quality impacts | Impervious cover
Management area has resulted in new development is impacts described | desctibed above. Potential | levels in the local
(Section 4.12) increased stormwater | reduced by the more above. Potential stormwater impacts will be | subwatersheds
runoff to waterbodies | prevalent use of stormwater mitigated through the use | anticipated to remain
in the Fenton and stormwater impacts will be of centralized and lot-level | at or below levels
Willimantic River management practices | mitigated through | stormwater management indicative of healthy
Watersheds, which that emphasize reduced | the use of practices and construction- | stream systems.
likely resulted in water | runoff and improved centralized and phase erosion and Increases in IC on
quality impacts related | water quality. lot-level sediment controls. the North Campus
to sediment, nutrients, stormwater will be mitigated by
and bacteria management project design
concentrations in practices and elements.
receiving waters. construction-
phase erosion and
sediment conttols.
Wetland The National Marine | Future development in | Three wetland Indirect impacts to While impacts to
Impacts Fisheries Program the local and regional areas, totaling 0.34 | wetlands resulting from wetlands may occur
(Section 4.13) repotts that by the area may result in the acres, will be the development of the as a result of private
mid-1980's, additional loss of impacted by the Notth Campus parcels are | development in the
Connecticut lost wetlands or degradation | proposed roadway | estimated at 0.22 actes. region, the proposed
approximately 74% of | of existing wetland construction. Proposed mitigation project will not
its estimated original | functions and values. Proposed consists of wetland contribute to such
wetlands base, a Local, state, and federal | mitigation consists | creation, stormwater cumulative impacts as
higher rate of wetland | wetland protection of wetland management, stream bank | a result of the
loss than any other regulations restrict loss | creation, restoration, preservation of | proposed wetland
New England state. of wetlands through stormwater an undisturbed wetland mitigation.
wetland mitigation management, and amphibian migration
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Table 4-21. Summary of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts

Existing Conditions | Impacts from Other Impacts of the Build Altemauves. .
Environmental and Trends Foreseeable Future (Incremental Effects of Proposed Action) Potential for
. . . Indirect (Secondary) Cumulative
Sector (Effect of Past and Actions (No Build Direct Impacts
Present Actions) Alternative) (Roadway) Impacts Impacts
(North Campus)
requirements for stream bank corridor, avoidance of
development projects. | restoration, 100-foot upland envelope,
preservation of an | and limited development
undisturbed within the vernal pool
wetland and critical upland habitat.
amphibian
migration
corridors,
avoidance of 100-
foot upland
envelope, and
limited
development
within the vernal
pool critical
upland habitat.
Water Body Wildlife habitat Future development in | Moderate value Woodlands of generally The woodland areas
Modification function and integrity | the local and regional woodland habitat | moderate habitat value will | of the North Campus
and Wildlife has been affected by area may result in the will be lost, as well | be the habitat type most are currently
Impacts natural forest additional loss of as smaller areas of | affected by development fragmented, so the
(Section 4.14) succession, loss of habitat through land field and higher of the North Campus. build alternatives are
farmlands, use conversion ot value wetland not expected to cause
development, and the | fragmentation of habitat areas. a substantial
absence of fire, which | existing habitat. ‘This is cumulative adverse
has resulted in the loss | most likely in forested impact to wildlife
and/or fragmentation | areas, which are most habitat. Avoidance
of habitat. common in of and mitigation of
Connecticut, and impacts to the more
field/ farmland areas, critical wetland
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Table 4-21. Summary of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts

Existing Conditions

Impacts from Other

Impacts of the Build Alternatives

throughout
Connecticut.

lands may result in loss
of habitat for some
species, although this
will be limited by
regulatory protection
for federal- and state-
listed species.

for state-listed
avian species,
although staging
and migratory
areas could be
impacted. The
loss of wetlands
associated with
the roadway
crossing will
reduce potential
habitat for the
state-listed
Northern spring
Salamandet, but
provision of a
crossing area will
minimize this.

Environmental and Trends Foreseeable Future (Incremental Effects of .Proposed Action) lz:oten:lial.for
Sector (Effect of Past and Actions (No Build Direct Impacts Indirect (Secondary) umuative
Present Actions) Alternative) (Roadway) Impacts Impacts
(North Campus)
which experience high habitat will not result
development pressure. in a substantial
Natural forest adverse cumulative
succession will also impact to wildlife
alter the available species that utilize
habitat in some areas wetland habitat.
Threatened or | Loss of habitat areas Continued The roadway The development of the Outside of natural
Endangered due to development development in the extension will not | North Campus will not succession resulting
Species and natural succession | region and natural tesultin a loss of | result in a loss of breeding | in loss of grassland
(Section 4.19) has impacted species | succession of forested | breeding habitat habitat for state-listed habitat, the potential

avian species, although
staging and migratory
areas could be impacted by
farmland conversion. The
loss of wetlands will
reduce potential habitat
for the state-listed
Northern spring
Salamander, however, the
habitat function of vernal
pools on the North
Campus are not
anticipated to be impacted.

for substantial
cumulative impacts to
threatened and
endangered species is
low due to regulatoty
protection for the
species as well as
selected habitat types
(.e., wetland

resources).
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Table 4-21. Summary of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts

Existing Conditions

Impacts from Other

Impacts of the Build Alternatives

Environmental and Trends Foreseeable Future (Incremental Effects of .Proposed Action) I(’:oten‘;lial_for
Sector (Effect of Past and Actions (No Build Direct Impacts Indirect (Secondary) umuwiative
Present Actions) Alternative) (Roadway) Impacts Impacts
(North Campus)
Historic and Prior private Continued The SHPO has Due to the presence of While impacts to
Archaeological | development may development in the determined no areas of moderate to high | unprotected cultural
Preservation have had adverse region may place adverse effect will | sensitivity on the North resources may occur
(Section 4.20) effects on unprotected | pressure on occut. Campus, additional as a result of private
historic and unprotected cultural investigation and development in the
archaeological sites. resources, but coordination with the region, the proposed
Development on the | development on the SHPO will be tequired as | project will not
UConn campus UConn campus will be development proceeds to | contribute to such
conducted under the | subject to review by the adequately identify and impacts.
Connecticut State Historic protect cultural resources.
Environmental Policy | Presetvation Office
Act has required (SHPO).
consideration of these
resources, thereby
limiting impacts.
Visual Impacts | Development has Private and university | The roadway will | Secondary impacts The Outlying Parcels
(Section 4.22) altered the visual development projects alter the visual resulting from Master Plan lists
landscape of have the potential to setting of the development of the comprehensive
numerous parts of alter the rural character | North Campus, proposed parcels are likely | measures to be
Connecticut. of region surrounding | placing a linear to include partial changes | included for each
the University. feature with it in the vistas from Route parcel to reduce the
associated grading | 195 and the Charter Oak | effect of the project
in what is residential area, as well as on aesthetics in the
currently an some changes in vistas area. Consequently,
essentially rural from Route 44 the project will not
landscape. result in a substantial

adverse cumulative
impact to visual
resoutces.
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4.27  The Relationship Between Local Shott-term Uses of Man’s Environment and the
Maintenance and Enhancement of Long-term Productivity

The North Hillside Road extension is part of latger transportation and land use planning efforts
for the UConn campus and surrounding area that considered the need for future mobility
within the context of present and future land use development plans. The local short-term
impacts and use of resources by the proposed action are consistent with the maintenance and
enhancement of long-term productivity. All roadway projects require the investment or
commitment of some resources found in the existing environment. Short-term refers to the
immediate consequences of the project (i.e., roadway construction); long-term relates to its
direct or secondary effects (i.e., North Campus development) on future generations.

Short-term consequences of the No-Action Alternative include continued traffic congestion
and delays at intersections and along roadways in the campus area. Long-term productivity
would suffer because the No Action Alternative would hinder the implementation of the North
Campus Master Plan which has significant economic and educational benefits for UConn, the
region, and the state, as described in the Purpose and Need section of this document (Section

2).

Any of the Build Alternatives considered would have similar short-term consequences,
including:

® Conversion of existing farmland, wetland, and open space to transportation and other
developed land uses,

® Changes in site hydrology due to increased impervious surfaces, and

® Potential construction-related impacts to noise levels, air quality, and water quality.

Several long-term productivity enhancements may be realized from the project, including:

® An efficient transportation network in an area identified for concentrated development
in local and regional planning,
More convenient motorist access to the UConn campus,

® DPotential for new tax base in the project area from private development on the North
Campus and Route 44 commercial area,

® Enhanced employment growth for the region,
® Enhanced opportunities for research, education, and student life at UConn.

4.28 Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources Which Would be Involved in
the Proposed Action

Under the No Action Alternative there would be no commitment of natural, physical, human,
or fiscal resources.

Implementation of any of the build alternatives considered would involve the commitment of a
range of natural, physical, human, and fiscal resources. Land used in the construction of the
proposed facility is considered an itreversible commitment during the time period that the land
is used for a roadway facility. However, if a greater need arises for use of the land or if the
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roadway facility is no longer needed, the land could be converted to another use. At present,
there is no reason to believe such a conversion will ever be necessary or desirable.

Considerable amounts of fossil fuels, labor, and roadway construction materials such as cement,
aggtegate, and bituminous material would be expended to construct the roadway extension.
Additionally labor and natural resources would be used in the fabtication and preparation of
construction materials. These materials are generally not retrievable. However, they are not in
short supply, and their use would not have an adverse effect on continued availability of these
resources. Any construction would also require a substantial one-time expenditure of both state
and federal funds which are not retrievable.

The commitment of these resources is based on the concept that residents in the immediate
area, state, and region would benefit by the improved quality of the transportation system.
These benefits consist of improved accessibility and safety, time savings, as well as secondary
benefits associated with greater economic development and educational opportunities, which
are anticipated to outweigh the commitment of these resources.
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5.0 LIST OF PREPARERS

Federal Highway Administration (Lead Agency)

Federal Highway Administration
628-2 Hebron Avenue, Suite 303
Glastonbury, Connecticut 06033

Robert W. Turner, P.E.
Environmental Engineer

Connecticut Department of Transportation (Joint Lead Agency)

Bureau of Policy and Planning
Office of Environmental Planning
2800 Betlin Turnpike

PO Box 317546

Newington, Connecticut 06131-7546

Keith T. Hall
Transportation Supervising Planner

University of Connecticut (Joint L.ead Agency and Project Sponsor)

Richard A. Miller

Director of Environmental Policy
University of Connecticut

31 LeDoyt Road U-3055

Storrs, Connecticut, 06269-3055

Paul E. Ferri

Environmental Compliance Analyst
Office of Environmental Policy
University of Connecticut

31 LeDoyt Road U-3055

Storrs, Connecticut, 06269-3055
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Fuss & O’Neill, Inc.

Erik V. Mas, P.E.

Project Manager for EIS Preparation

Alternatives Analysis, Farmland Impacts, Noise, Surface and Groundwater Resources, Stormwater
Management, Wetland Impacts, Water Body Modifications and Wildlife Impacts, Floodplain Impacts,
Threatened and Endangered Species, Secondary and Cumnlative Impacts

B.S.C.E., Tufts University

M.S.E., Water Resources, Princeton University

Phillip W. Moreschi, P.E.
Project Director for EIS Preparation
B.S., Civil Engineering, University of Connecticut

Diane M.L. Mas, Ph.D.

Project Description, Purpose and Need, Land Use Impacts, Farmiand Impacts, Social Impacts, Economic
Impacts, Joint Development, Air Quality Impacts, Historic and Archaeological Preservation, Hagardous Waste
Sites, Visual Impacts, Energy, Construction Impacts, Title V1 and Environmental Justice, Secondary and
Cumulative Impacts

B.A., Geology, Amherst College

M.S.E., Water Resources, Princeton University

Ph.D., Civil Engineering, University of Massachusetts-Ambherst

Daniel R. Buttrick, E.I.T.

Project Description, Land Use Impacts, Social Impacts, Economic Impacts, Floodplain Impacts, Wild and
Scenic Rivers, Coastal Barriers, Coastal Zone Impacts, Historic and Archaeological Preservation, Visnal
Impacts, Energy

B.S., Civil Engineering, University of Massachusetts-Ambherst

M.S., Environmental Engineering, University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Melissa Brown

Air Quality Impacts, Noise Impacts

B.S., Biology, McGill University

M.S. Environmental Engineering, University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Kevin P. Conroy, P.E.
Traffic, Considerations Relating to Pedestrians and Cyclists
B.S., Civil Engineering, Rochester Polytechnical Institute

Ted J. DeSantos, P.E.
Traffic
B.S., Civil Engineering, University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth

Patrick Baxter, E.I.T.

Traffic, Considerations Relating to Pedestrians and Cyclists

B.S., Civil Engineering, Worchester Polytechnic Institute
M.S., Civil Engineering, University of Massachusetts-Amherst

F:\P2005\0147\ A20\DEIS\Final\DEIS 1208.doc 161 Draft Environmental Impact Statement
North Hillside Road Extension



(ﬁ FUSS & O’NEILL

Haley D. Busch
Stormwater Management
B.S,, Civil Engineering, University of Connecticut

Joshua H. Wilson

Wetland Impacts

B.A., Biology, Connecticut College

M.S., Environmental Science, Yale University

Frank J. Dirrigl, Ph.D.

Wetland Impacts

B.A., Anthropology and Biology, University of Connecticut
M.A., Anthropology, University of Connecticut

Ph.D., Anthropology, University of Connecticut

Bird Conservation Research, Inc.

Robert J. Craig, Ph.D.

Water Body Modifications and Wildlife Impacts, Threatened and Endangered Species
B.S., Wildlife Biology, Rutgers University

M.S., Zoology, University of Connecticut

Ph.D., Zoology, University of Connecticut

New England Environmental Services, Inc.

Richard Snarski, CPSS, CPESC, CPWS

Wetland Impacts

B.S., Soil Science, University of Connecticut

M.A., Soil Science, University of Illinois, Champaign-Utrbana
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6.0  LIST OF AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS, AND PERSONS TO WHOM
COPIES OF THE STATEMENT ARE SENT

Federal Agencies State Agencies

Mr. Robert W. Varney Dr. David Poitier

Regional Administrator Staff Archaeologist

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Connecticut Commission on Culture &
Region 1 Tourism

One Congress Street, Suite 1100 One Constitution Plaza

Boston, Massachusetts 02114-2023 Second Floor

Hartford, CT 06103
Ms. Margo L. Wallace

State Conservationist Mr. Karl Wagener, Executive Ditector
U.S. Department of Agriculture Council on Environmental Quality
Natural Resources Conservation Service 79 Elm Street

344 Merrow Road, Suite A Hartford, CT 06106

Tolland, CT 06084-3917
Mr. J. Joseph Dippel, Director

Mr. Willie R. Taylor, Director Farmland Preservation Program
Office of Environmental Policy and Connecticut Department of Agticulture
Compliance 165 Capitol Avenue
U.S. Department of the Intetior Hartford, CT 06106
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240 Robbin L. Cabelus
Executive Director
Philip T. Feir State Traffic Commission
District Engineer 2800 Berlin Turnpike
Department of the Army Newington, CT 06131-7546
New England District, Cotps of Engineers
696 Virginia Road Ms. Gina McCarthy
Concord, MA 01742-2751 Commissioner
Connecticut Department of Environmental
Mr. Thomas Chapman Protection
Field Supetrvisor 79 Elm Street
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Hartford, CT 06106
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, New Hampshire 03301-5087 Mr. J. Robert Galvin, M.D., M.P.H., M.B.A.
Commissioner
Mr. Don L. Klima Connecticut Department of Public Health
Director 410 Capitol Avenue
Office of Federal Agency Programs Hartford, CT 06134

Advisory Council on Historic Presetvation
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 809
Washington, DC 20004
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State Agencies, cont’d

Ms. Joan McDonald
Commissioner
Connecticut DECD
505 Hudson Street
Hartford, CT 06106

Ms. Raeanne V. Curtis
Commissioner

Department of Public Works
165 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT' 06106

Mr. Joseph F. Marie
Commissioner

Department of Transportation
2800 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, CT 06131-7546

Mr. David Fox

Environmental Analyst

Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection

79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT 06106

Regional/Local Agencies/Government

Mr. Matthew Hart

Town Manager

Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building
4 South Eagleville Road

Mansfield, CT 06268

Hon. Elizabeth C. Paterson, Mayor
Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building
4 South Eagleville Road

Mansfield, CT 06268

Mr. Gregory Padick

Director of Planning

Planning and Zoning Commission
Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building
4 South Eagleville Road

Mansfield, CT 06268
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Mr. Mark Paquette

Executive Director

Windham Region Council of Governments
700 Main Street

Willimantic, CT 06226

Non-Governmental Organizations

Ms. Helen Koehn

Citizens for Responsible Growth
83 Separatist Road

Storrs, CT 06268

Ms. Vicki Wetherell
President

Willimantic River Alliance
P.O. Box 9193

Bolton, CT 06043-9193

Mr. Eric W. Thornsburg

Chairman, President/CEO

The Connecticut Water Company/

New England Water Utility Setvices, Inc.
93 West Main Street

Clinton, CT 06413

Ms. Charlene Perkins Cutler

Executive Director
Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Cotridor,
Inc.

107 Providence Street

Putnam, CT 06260

Ms. Cynthia van Zelm, Executive Director
Mansfield Downtown Partnership

PO Box 513

Storrs, CT 06268

Mr. Roger Adams

Executive Director

Windham Region Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 43

Willimantic, CT 06226
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Non-Governmental Organizations,
cont’d

Ms. Denise Burchsted

Executive Director

Naubesatuck Watershed Council
268 Warrenville Road

Mansfield Center, CT 06250-1128

Ms. Dianne Doyle, Chair

Mansfield Business and Professional
Association

244 Summit Street

Willimantic, CT 06226
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7.0 COMMENTS AND COORDINATION

7.1 Early Coordination Process and Scoping

Because the proposed extension of North Hillside Road was previously subject to the
Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA), there was significant public participation and
agency coordination as part of the CEPA review process which generated the 1994 and 2001
EIEs (Appendix A), as well as through the development of the Outlying Parcels Master Plan
(JJR, 2000).

Preparation of this DEIS has involved additional public participation and agency coordination
consistent with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). These
include:

® A Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS, dated Apxil 13, 2006, was published in the
Federal Register on April 21, 2006. The notice, included in Appendix B, initiated the
NEPA process, inviting federal, state, and local agencies to attend the public and agency
scoping meetings and public hearing, and to review the DEIS when complete and
submit comments regarding the project.

® Aninvitation to federal and state agencies to become involved in the NEPA process for
the project as Cooperating Agencies or Participating Agencies in letters from FHWA,
dated May 10, 2006, and from UConn, dated May 16, 2006. As a result of these letters,
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) has accepted the invitation to be a
Participating and Cooperating Agency; the Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection (CT DEP), and Connecticut Department of Public Health (CT DPH) are
Participating Agencies; the Connecticut State Traffic Commission Environmental
Planning Office has responded that they will be active in the process; and the
Connecticut Department of Public Works and Council on Environmental Quality have
declined the invitation. Copies of relevant correspondence are included in Appendix B.

® Public scoping meeting held on June 15, 2006 at the UConn Stotrs campus. The public
scoping meeting was attended by nine members of the public, including a representative
of the Willimantic River Alliance. The scoping meeting was facilitated by
representatives of FHWA, UConn, and Fuss & O'Neill. Verbal comments were
received from the public during this meeting. A legal notice of the meeting was
published in the Willimantic Chronicle on May 24, May 31, and June 7, 2007 and in the
Hartford Courant on May 25, June 1, and June 8, 2007. A copy of the legal notices and
meeting minutes are included in Appendix B. Abutters of the North Campus study area
were also notified of the scoping meetings in advance of the meetings.

® An agency scoping meeting was held on June 15, 2006 at the UConn Stotts campus.
The agency scoping meeting was attended by representatives of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, UConn, the CT
DEP, the Windham Council of Governments, and the Town of Mansfield. The
scoping meeting was facilitated by representatives of FHWA, UConn, and Fuss &
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O'Neill. Verbal comments were received from the agencies during these meetings. A
copy of the meeting minutes is included in Appendix B.

® A scoping comment petiod that ended on June 29, 2006. Written comments were
received from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection. Written comments were also received on the related CEPA
comparative evaluation from the Connecticut Department of Public Health, the
Connecticut Department of Transportation, and the Town of Mansfield. These
comments are included in Appendix B.

® An agency coordination meeting was subsequently held on December 13, 2006 to
review the progress of the DEIS, obtain input from the regulatory agencies on the
coordinated wetlands permitting and NEPA process (i.e., the Highway Method), and
review the project schedule. The meeting was attended by representatives from FHWA,
the Connecticut Department of Transportation (ConnDOT), UConn, CT DEP,
ACOE, the U.S. Environmental Protectdon Agency (EPA) Region I, the Connecticut
Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD), and Fuss & O'Neill,
Inc. A copy of the meeting minutes is included in Appendix B.

® An agency coordination meeting and site walk was held at the UConn Storrs Campus
on March 6, 2008. The purpose of the meeting was to review the status of the DEIS
and obtain input from the regulatory agencies on the proposed wetland mitigation for
the project, including potential secondary impacts related to development of the North
Campus. The meeting was attended by representatives from ConnDOT, UConn, CT
DEP, ACOE, EPA Region I, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and Fuss &
O'Neill, Inc. A copy of the meeting minutes is included in Appendix B.

Additional coordination was conducted as part of the CEPA comparative review for the
project. As mentioned above, the potential environmental effects of the proposed extension of
North Hillside Road and the associated development of the North Campus area were
previously evaluated in CEPA EIEs prepared in 1994 (Environmental Impact Evaluation for
State Actions Associated with a Research and Technology Park, Frederic R. Harris, Inc.) and
2001 (Environmental Impact Statement, North Campus Master Plan, Frederic R. Harris, Inc.).
The Connecticut Office of Policy and Management (OPM) had originally determined that the
project would not require additional CEPA review provided that the road alignment is generally
the same as the alignment approved in the 2001 North Campus Master Plan EIE.

However, when the NEPA process was initiated, OPM raised concerns regarding potential
differences in background traffic growth anticipated by the previous EIEs and current traffic
projections. OPM has determined that a new CEPA EIE will not be required for the project if
it is found that the proposed impacts have not significantly changed since the approval of the
2001 EIE, which is consistent with the CEPA regulations. A comparative evaluation intended
to compare the traffic impacts of the proposed project against those otiginally identified in the
2001 EIE was submitted to OPM in January 2007. OPM issued a decision letter dated October
1, 2007, indicating that, based on their review of the submitted documentation, the 2001 EIE is
still valid relative to the impacts associated with the North Hillside Road extension project

(Appendix M).

F:\P2005\0147\ A20\DEIS\Final\DEIS 1208.doc 167 Draft Environmental Impact Statement
North Hillside Road Extension



@ FUSS & O’NEILL

7.2

Key Issues and Pertinent Information

The following key issues were identified as a result of the Scoping and eatly coordination
process (the commentor is listed in parentheses after the listed issue):

Wetlands and Watercourses

An ACOE Individual Permit is being required even though the direct area of wetland
impacts is less than 1 acre. The ACOE made a collective decision with the EPA, the
CT DEP, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to require an Individual
ACOE 404 Permit for the project due to the potential secondary impacts associated
with development of the North Campus in addition to the anticipated direct wetland
impacts associated with the roadway.

Potential indirect impact of development on the critical upland habitat sutrounding
vernal pools should be addressed. (ACOE)

Potential for reconfiguring the roadway alignment to reduce wetland impact at Wetland
“A” should be discussed. (ACOE)

Selection of appropriate wetland compensatory mitigation site(s) should consider
physical and chemical characteristics, habitat diversity and connectivity, compatibility
with adjacent land uses, development trends and local/regional goals. (ACOE)
Identification of a buildable envelope of development and associated federal wetland
delineation for each parcel would help in evaluating the direct and indirect impacts of
development. (ACOE)

Potential impacts from the North Campus development to Cedar Swamp Brook and
Eagleville Brook ate anticipated. (ACOE)

Wetland mitigation areas other than enhancement of the Lot W Pond should be
considered, including other areas on the North Campus and the northwest corner of
Horse Barn Hill. (CT DEP)

The impact of the project on the Willimantic River watershed and the Willimantic River
well field should be addressed in the DEIS. (Public — Meg Reich — Willimantic River
Alliance)

Wildlife and Listed Species

A general bird survey be taken along the path of the proposed roadway and a survey of
the entire North Campus should be undertaken for listed species. (CT DEP)

® Further coordination with CT DEP should be undertaken to identify what surveys are
necessary for wildlife and listed species. (ACOE)
Traffic
The traffic impact on Route 44 should be addressed. (Public — Meg Reich)
® The impact of the bank entrances on the North Hillside Road and Route 44 intersection
should be addressed. (Public — Meg Reich)
¢ The impact of the Route 44 widening on pedestrian access should be addressed. (Public
— Meg Reich)
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® The signalized intersection of Route 195 and Moulton Road should be included in the
DEIS. (Public — Meg Reich)

Alternatives Analysis

® The Section 404 Permit requires that it be demonstrated that the proposed project is the
least environmentally damaging practicable alternative (LEDPA). (ACOE)
[Additionally, an “Only Practicable Alternative Finding” is required to demonstrate that

there are no practicable alternatives to construction in wetlands pursuant to Executive
Order 11990 (23 CFR 771.125(a)(1)).]

Air Quality

e If significant increases in traffic are discovered at relevant intersections, updated air
quality modeling should be petformed.

Land Use

® The status of the dedicated conservation easement area of land preservation associated
with a recently issued Section 404 permit for the former UConn solid waste landfill
should be clarified. (ACOE)
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