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UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT  

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2012 



TANNER BURGDORF 
WINNER  

ÅSenior in Landscape 
Architecture  

 

ÅLeader in the EcoHouse  
Learning Community  

 

ÅHard -working resident 
at Spring Valley Student 
Farm 

 

ÅLeading an effort to 
create a permaculture 
garden in front of 
Whitney Dining Hall  

 



NIRAV   PATEL  
FINALIST  

ÅSenior in Civil and 
Environmental 
Engineering  

 

ÅNirav  works on 
biotechnology 
wastewater treatment  

 

ÅConducts outreach 
activities surrounding 
microbial fuel cells  

 

ÅConducted 
biotechnology lab 
demos for high school 
students during Open 
House tours  



GRADUATE STUDENT  

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2012 



UDAYARKA KARRA  
WINNER  

ÅPh.D candidate in Civil and 

Environmental Engineering  

 

ÅActive in sustainability 

outreach at UConn and 

working with high school 

students on wastewater 

treatment experiments  

 

ÅOutstanding Graduate 

Student Scholarship of New 

England Water Association 

(NEWA) in 2011 



CARLO SANTORO  
FINALIST  

 

ÅPh.D candidate in Civil 

and Environmental 

Engineering  

 

ÅResearch in MFCs and 

wastewater treatment  

 

ÅCollaborates with 

researches from Italy, 

Austria, France, and 

England  



BIOENERGY GROUP 
(R-L) CARLO SANTORO, PROF. BAIKUN  LI, 

UDAYARKA  KARRA  



Microbial Fuel Cell  

B
io

fe
rm

e
n
to

r
 

U
n
d

e
rw

a
te

r 
E

n
e
rg

y
 

 

H
a
rv

e
s
ti
n
g

 S
y
s
te

m
 

Pilot-Scale MFC  



FACULTY & ADMINISTRATION  

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2012 



DR. ALLISON MACKAY  
WINNER  

ÅAssociate Professor in Civil 
and Environmental 
Engineering  

 

ÅWon Provost grant and 
developed ENVE 1000, first 
UConn  GenEd  course in 
Environmental Sustainability   

 

ÅThe course covers broad 
impact of human activity and 
how to reduce negative 
effects  

ÅENVE 1000 taken 

by students from 

25 different majors  



DR. ALLISON MACKAY  
WINNER  

ÅAlso developed course, òThe 
Environmental Debateó and 
co -taught advanced 
sustainability principles class  

 

ÅRecognized as a strong 
faculty mentor of graduate 
and undergraduate 
students  

 

ÅTeaches and mentors 
students in the LLC for 
Women in Math, Science, 
and Engineering (WIMSE)  



CHARLOTTE RAND  
FINALIST  

ÅProgram Coordinator for Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Academy (NRCA) within NRE  

 

ÅThe NRCA is a new program in 
conservation and land use 
planning targeting Connecticut 
high school students  

 

ÅStudents spend one week at 
UConn and receive field 
experience in climate, water, 
wetlands, wildlife, forestry, soil 
and habitat protection, then 
work on 7 -month land use 
conservation project at home  

 



NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION ACADEMY  

Week long field 

experiences for CT high 

school students  



STAFF 

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP AWARDS 2012 



DENNIS PIERCE - WINNER  
DIRECTOR OF DINING SERVICES 

Å Director of Dining Services  

 

Å Low impact purchasing:  

Å Local Routes  

Å Recycled content 

containers and 

beverage cups  

 

Å Introduced  3  eCorrects  into 

UConn Dining Units  

 


