
One of the ‘Greenest’ Colleges in the U.S.
The University of Connecticut is proud of its commitment to sustainability and our environmental leadership has been recognized by local, state and national environmental organizations. 

New Buildings are Green Buildings
In 2007, UConn was one of the first public universities in the nation to require that all new buildings or 
major renovations be certified under the Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED) standards 
at no less than the Silver rating level.  That same year, the Burton football complex and Shenkman training 
center became the first LEED Silver-certified athletic facilities in the NCAA. Other LEED registered projects 
at UConn include: 
• Social Science and Humanities Buildings  •  Gentry (Education)      
• Bousfield (Psychology)       •  Storrs Hall (Nursing)

Stewardship of Public Land
We’ve set aside areas for hiking and educational use such as the Hillside Environmental Education Park, 
a 64-acre preservation area on UConn’s North Campus. Our Sustainable Design Guidelines and East 
Campus Plan of Conservation & Development also protect natural resources throughout the 886-acres 
around Horsebarn Hill, including farmland and the adjacent woodlands in the UConn Forest. 

UConn was 

#16 on the list of 

America’s 

100 Greenest College In 

Magazine’s 2011 

“Cool Schools” 

survey. 

Student Eco-involvement
Students support UConn’s environmental sustainability projects through 
groups such as EcoHusky, which organizes activities and events that raise 
awareness about ‘green’ initiatives across campus. Many of these projects are 
coordinated by student interns working in the Office of Environmental 
Policy where they gain valuable practical experience. 

During our annual Earth Day Spring Fling celebration, the entire 
campus community samples eco-conscious offerings by dozens of 
exhibitors and vendors while learning about recycling, energy use and 
water conservation efforts. 

Through our Local Routes program in Dining Services, students learn 
that choosing locally harvested foods benefits the environment, local 
economy and New England farmers. Whitney Dining Hall in East features 
locally-grown and organic foods, including honey from UConn’s own beehives.

EcoHouse & Spring Valley Farm
EcoHouse, a residential learning community, fosters meaningful student 
engagement, collaboration and camaraderie around environmental and 
sustainability issues. Through coursework and community service, students 
develop a broad range of knowledge and skills critical for a more sustainable future. 

As an extension of EcoHouse, Spring Valley Farm provides students with hands-on 
experience growing organic produce that is then sold at farmers’ markets or used 
by Dining Services.  Students, faculty, staff and the community come together at 
Spring Valley Farm to learn about the connections between land, food and people.  

Conservation Efforts

Green Activities at UConn

Climate Action Leadership
UConn is a signatory to the American College & University Presidents’ 
Climate Commitment, pledging to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
toward a carbon-neutral campus by 2050. Our Climate Action Plan 
includes more than 200 action items related to Energy, Transportation, 
Sustainable Development and Environmental Literacy. UConn is 
beginning to implement many of these items, such as:

• Retrofitting dozens of campus buildings with energy efficient 
lighting and HVAC systems,

• Constructing new buildings to meet or exceed high efficiency 
standards, and

• Developing cleaner transportation options, like bike-sharing,  
car-sharing and electric vehicles.

Making 
     it Green
              at UConn

www.envpolicy.uconn.edu

Energy & Water Conservation
The University constantly strives to reduce energy and water use on  
campus, including outreach activities to promote conservation and 
investments in new equipment, such as low-flow plumbing fixtures and  
energy efficient lighting.  As owner of the major utilities that serve the  
campus and surrounding community, UConn is committed to operating  
and maintaining these facilities and systems in an environmentally 
sustainable way.  For example:  

• UConn’s cogeneration facility provides 75% of the electricity and heat  
for the main campus and is so clean and efficient that it qualifies as a  
Class 3 renewable resource under state law. 

• We manage our water supply system to limit or avoid pumping from  
certain wells when withdrawals during drought periods could further  
reduce streamflow in nearby rivers. 

Fall Semester EcoMadness
For one month each Fall, UConn’s Office of Environmental Policy, ResLife  and 
EcoHusky coordinate a campus energy and water conservation competition,  
EcoMadness, among more than 20 dormitories. Students in the winning dorms 
are rewarded with a Dairy Bar ice cream social and other recognition.

Additionally, education efforts, such as the Stop the Drop campaign, 
encourage students to report leaky sinks, showers and toilets in order to speed 
up plumbing repairs. A single leak can waste 20 gallons of water a day! Some 
showers in the dorms have been equipped with 5-minute timers to remind 
students that every drop counts.deductible contributions to these efforts. 

From Fryer to Fuel
UConn’s Biodiesel Lab creates clean, renewable and low-
greenhouse gas emissions fuel from the waste cooking oil 
produced in campus dining halls. This fuel is combined with 
regular diesel and used to power UConn’s shuttle buses.

Campus Trees
Our main campus features dozens of special trees that are 
carefully identified, catalogued, mapped and protected as 
the UConn Campus Arboretum – an aesthetic and scholarly 
resource for the University. Among them, the largest Slippery 
Elm in New England grows across the street from Student 
Health Services. Note how the driveway entrance to Wilbur 
Cross was curved to avoid damaging its roots.

UConn Recycles..And Composts Too!
Indoor recycling bins and outdoor single stream containers make  
recycling easy. Our state-of-the-art compost facility processes nearly  
5,000 tons of agricultural and leaf waste a year, reducing the volume,  
odors, and carbon emissions of spreading raw manure. Food waste is 
composted using in-kitchen decomposers.

UConn has designated sites for recycling e-waste—such as cell phones, ink 
cartridges and rechargeable batteries—in the Library, Co-Op, and Student 
Union. During the annual spring sneaker recycling drive, several tons of old 
sneakers are sent off-campus to be reused in tracks and playground surfaces. 

Our “Give and Go” event is held during move-out at the end of spring 
semester to discourage students from throwing out reusable items. UConn 
volunteers collect appliances, bedding, clothing, furniture, non-perishable 
food and more, which are then donated to local charities. 

Rain Gardens and Green Parking Lots
UConn’s first rain garden and Connecticut’s first porous asphalt parking 
lot are located in the Towers area.  They protect water quality by infiltrating 
stormwater, which treats pollutants and reduces erosion from runoff to 
storm drains that eventually discharge to campus lakes, rivers and streams. 


