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ABOUT THE AWARDS

Nominee Criteria

ÅPerformance

ÅResponsible Management and Growth

ÅOutreach 

ÅAcademics

ÅConservation

ÅTeamwork



ABOUT THE AWARDS

Categories

ÅUndergraduate Students

ÅGraduate Students

ÅTeams

ÅStudent Groups

ÅStaff Groups

ÅStaff

ÅEnvironmental Partners

ÅAlumni

ÅFaculty



UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT



EMILY MCINERNEY
WINNER

UConn Student Leadership :

ÅEcoHusky, President

ÅECOalition , President

ÅOEP Intern

Key Initiatives :

ÅEarth Day Spring Fling 

Coordinator

ÅFacilitator of UConn Recycling 

Workgroup

ÅEcoHusky Waste Audit Facilitator

Academic Research :

ÅUConn Honors Student

ÅNatural Resources Major, 

CAHNR

ÅRecipient of Summer 

Undergraduate Research 

Award 

ÅResearch on the 

relationship between 

wetlands and climate 

change

Post-Graduation :

ÅPeace Corps, Mexico



CAMERON MITCHEL
RUNNER UP

EcoHouse

ÅEvent Planning

ÅCurriculum 

Creation

ÅWaste 

Reduction and 

Recycling 

Projects

Geology Club

ÅPresident

ECOalition

ÅGeology Club 

and EcoHouse 

Representative

ÅECOalition 

Representative 

to USG



LUC DANG
RUNNER UP

Food Waste Tracker App Development

Startup Company: Phood LLC

ÅApp for tracking food waste

ÅProvides advice on saving food

ÅWorked with UConn Dining Services



GRADUATE STUDENT



DAVE WANIK
WINNER

Education :

MS and PhD in Environmental Engineering

ÅResearch on impact of wind on electrical power utilities

ÅDeveloped UConn Power Outage Prediction Model

Leadership Roles:

ÅEnvironmental Policy Advisory Council Member

ÅContributed to foundation of Eversource Energy Center

ÅOEP Graduate Student Coordinator



JEREMY JELLIFFE
FINALIST

Leadership Roles:

ÅPresidentõs Committee on Corporate Social 

Responsibility

ÅCAHNR Graduate Student Council

ÅServed as Chair of the Co -Op and served 

on their board

ÅAppointed to the Universityõs Board of 

Trustees

ÅPhD. Thesis: Technology and Climate 

Change Mitigation



SIMONA AUGYTE
FINALIST

Educator of Sustainable Aquaculture 

Technologies

Graduate Research on Aquatic 

Farming:

ÅEcology and Evolutionary Biology TA

ÅCollaboration with Stamfordõs Seaweed 

Biotechnology Laboratory

ÅCollaboration with Long Island Sound 

Farmers

ÅCollaboration with Maine Aquaculture 

Innovation Center

ÅCultivating a new sea vegetable

Works with elementary schools to promote 

sustainability



NEIL OCULI
FINALIST

ÅMember of St. Lucian delegation at the 

United Nation Framework Convention on 

Climate Change

ÅLawyerõs Environmental Action Team

ÅTanzania - Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 

and Forest Degradation (REDD)

ÅProject for Peace

ÅPhD: Research in Human Ecology and 

International Studies

ÅGraduate Assistant to EcoHouse



TEAM



NEMO RAIN GARDEN OUTREACH TEAM
WINNER

Developed UConnõs Rain 

Garden Smartphone App

ÅGarden installation 

instructions

ÅPlant selection guidelines

ÅDrainage Charts

ÅNearly 4,000 Downloads!

Nonpoint Education for 

Municipal Officers (NEMO) 

Program

ÅPerform rain garden 

trainings with 

Neighborhood Housing 

Services of New Haven 

and Hartford

Eagleville Brook Restoration

ÅLead projects in Mansfield in 

collaboration with Storrs 

Friends Meeting, Town of 

Mansfield, UConn, and DEEP



UCONN@COP21 TEAM
RUNNER UP

Members

Å Dan Weiner

Å Zahra Ali

Å Mark Urban

Å Tracy Rittenhouse

Å Oksan Bayulgen

Å Anji Seth

Organized Trip to the 21 st Annual UNFCCC 

Conference of Parties 

Å 12 Students, 4 Faculty, and 2 OEP Representatives attended

Å Secured University Funding for the trip

Å Trip: One week in Paris, attended seminars and events 

related to the UN Climate Summit



STUDENT GROUP



SPRING VALLEY STUDENT FARM
WINNER

Å Provide Local, Sustainable 

food to UConn
Å Whitney Dining Hall

Å Chuck & Augies

Å One Plate Two Plate

Å Promote Organic Farming

Å Attend Local Farmersõ 

Markets

Å Farm Fridays: Student 

Volunteers

Å Solar Thermal Greenhouse 

System

Å IDEA Grant for 

Aquaponics System



HONORS COUNCIL
RUNNER UP

Ugly Endangered Animals Competition

ÅRaised funds for Endangered Animals

ÅCollaborated with other student groups

Alternative Recycling Initiative

ÅPromotes bottle recycling

Environmental Movie Screenings

Participation in Earth Day Spring Fling


