UConn Recycles… and Composts Too!
Thousands of mixed recycling containers located across campus make recycling easy. Our state-of-the-art compost facility
processes nearly 1,000 tons of agricultural waste each year, reducing the volume, odors, and carbon emissions of spreading
raw manure.
UConn has designated sites for recycling e-waste—such as cell phones, ink cartridges and rechargeable batteries—in the
Library, Bookstore, and Student Union.

Sustainable Dining
All 8 campus dining halls are Green Restaurant Certified, meaning they meet rigorous environmental operational standards.
Conserving energy and water and reducing food waste are just some of them. They also follow the Menus of Change
principles for sustainable practices and healthy menu choices
Nearly half of food purchases are sourced from local, regional and community-based farms, or third party certified
sustainable food and beverage suppliers. As the largest consumer of local produce in
Connecticut, students learn that choosing locally harvested foods benefits the environment,
local economy, and New England.

A Green Campus Leader
Environmental stewardship is part of UConn’s culture and we are consistently ranked at or near the top, both nationally and internationally, for campus sustainability.

Climate Leadership

New Buildings Are Green Buildings

UConn’s Climate Action Plan commits to a carbon-neutral campus
by 2050, with an interim goal of 30% reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions by 2025 (compared to 2007 levels). We’re on-track to meet
that goal mainly by:

UConn was one of the first public universities in the nation to require that all new buildings or major
renovations be certified under the Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED) standards,
first at the Silver, and now at Gold, rating level.

• Retrofitting buildings with energy efficient lighting and HVAC
systems and replacing worn out utility pipes and infrastructure,
• Constructing new buildings to meet or exceed high efficiency
standards, and
• Developing cleaner transportation options, like bike-sharing,
car-sharing and electric vehicles.

Open Space Preservation
Environmental stewardship begins with a love of nature and being outdoors. UConn owns over 4,000
acres, most of which is forest and farmland either on campus or in the surrounding community.
Hike on three miles of trails through the 165-acre Hillside Environmental Education Park (HEEP) on
UConn’s North Campus. Or head out beyond the Ag Campus and find a place to fish in the Fenton
River, off the Nipmuck Trail, which runs along the eastern edge of the UConn Forest. Or simply
enjoy the view, and some Dairy Bar ice cream, from atop Horsebarn Hill.

UConn sends its food waste from dining units to Quantum Biopower, off campus, where it
undergoes anaerobic microbial digestion to produce biogas used to generate electricity. The
co-product of this digestion is also sold to local customers as livestock bedding, compost, and
fertilizer—making this a zero waste process.

Rain Gardens, Green Roofs, and Green Parking Lots
UConn’s first rain garden and Connecticut’s first porous asphalt parking lot are located
near Towers residence halls and we have since installed more than 60 similar low impact
development (LID) features around campus! Newer buildings, like McHugh
Hall, have green roofs, bioretention swales, porous pavers, and more. LID
features protect water quality by reducing the amount of stormwater runoff that
drains to campus lakes and local streams.

Campus Trees
UConn is one of only three Campuses in the Northeast
recognized by the Arbor Day Foundation as a Tree Campus
USA – a recognition of our commitment to tree conservation
and preservation. Our main campus features dozens of special
trees that have been carefully identified, catalogued, mapped
and protected as part of the UConn Campus Arboretum – an
aesthetic and scholarly resource for the University.

Bee Campus USA

Student Engagement
Students support UConn’s environmental sustainability projects through groups such as EcoHusky, which organizes activities and events that raise awareness
about green initiatives across campus. Many of these projects are led by students, who learn by doing and gain valuable practical experience.
During our annual celebration, the entire campus community samples eco-conscious offerings by dozens of exhibitors and vendors while learning about
recycling, energy use, and water conservation efforts.

UConn@COP

EcoMadness Competition

UConn builds future leaders in climate science and policy
through programs like UConn@COP, which sends a group
of students to the United Nations (UN) annual climate
change summit to observe international negotiations and
attend conference proceedings and side events. The weeklong
trip teaches leadership through experiential learning,
interdisciplinary group discussion, and cultural immersion.

For one month each fall, UConn’s Sustainability Office
and ResLife coordinate a residence hall energy and
water conservation competition known as EcoMadness.
More than 20 halls participate, with the winning dorms
receiving a Dairy Bar ice cream social! Educational
efforts, such as the Stop the Drop campaign, encourage
students to report leaky sinks, showers and toilets in
order to speed up plumbing repairs. A single leak can
waste 20 gallons of water a day!

EcoHouse & Spring Valley Student Farm

UConn is the first university in Connecticut to be named as a
Bee Campus USA. UConn has a variety of bee friendly aspects
to its campus, including use of Integrated Pest Management
practices for grounds maintenance and landscaping with
pollinator-friendly plants.

Energy & Water Conservation
Energy & Water Conservation
The University constantly strives to reduce energy and
water use on campus, including outreach activities to
promote behavioral conservation, and investments in new
equipment, such as low-flow faucets and energy efficient
lighting. As owner of the major utilities that serve the campus
and surrounding community, UConn is committed to
operating and maintaining these facilities and systems in an
environmentally sustainable way. For example:

EcoHouse, a residential learning community, fosters meaningful
student engagement, collaboration and camaraderie around
environmental and sustainability issues. Through coursework
and community service, students develop a broad range of
knowledge and skills critical for a more sustainable future.
As an extension of EcoHouse, Spring Valley Student Farm
provides students with hands-on experience growing organic
produce that is then sold at farmers’ markets or used by
Dining Services on campus.

Sustainability Office
Promoting a smaller environmental pawprint

• Our cogeneration facility provides most of the electricity
and heat for the main campus, and is so clean and efficient
that it earns credits as a renewable resource under state law.
• We manage our water supply system to limit
or avoid pumping from certain wells when
withdrawals during drought periods could further
reduce streamflow in nearby rivers.
• Our state-of-the-art reclaimed water facility enables
the University to reuse up to 500,000 gallons of
treated waste water a day for the operation of the
central utility plant and toilet flushing in several
newer buildings, conserving potable water that
would normally be used for these purposes.
• We have installed water bottle refilling stations in
buildings across campus to encourage reusable
bottle use.

